AUSTRALIAN HORSE RIDING CENTRES 

VICTORIAN BRANCH
AIMS,  OBJECTIVES AND CONDITIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP WITH THE AHRC
Aims and Objectives:

1.
To encourage the Government to accept our guidelines to register horse riding centres and licence operators and owners,  and/or develop responsible and democratic self-regulation.

2.
Insurance:


a.
To provide for members adequate public liability insurance at a reasonable 


rate.


b.
To encourage the Government and educate the public that they ride at their 


own risk. i.e. following the British system.

3.
Safety:


To establish uniform and reasonable safety standards to suit the centres.

4.
a.
To categorise centres.


b.
To categorise type of instruction necessary to suit the centre.


c.
To establish qualifications necessary for the nature of the business.


d.
To develop a welfare code for the horses.

5.
To improve and promote the public image of our members riding centres.

6.
To provide the public with information as to where good equestrian instruction and riding (e.g. trail riding) can be obtained.

7.
Through a system of inspection of,  and advice to horse riding centres,  to assist in


raising the standard of equestrian instruction and riding.

APPROVAL OF MEMBERSHIP

Necessary requirements would be to agree to comply with our regulations on:

1. 
Insurance.

2.
Horse welfare.

3.
Safety.

4.
Supervision.

5.
Facilities

The approval of a centre is granted on the understanding that  -

1.
a.
the Association has the right to cause the centre to be inspected.


b.
the Association may at any time withdraw its approval of any horse riding



centre for non-compliance of regulation.


c.
the Association may delete the name of the centre from its list of members

at any time on fourteen days notice, after the right of appeal, the fact of such deletion for non-compliance of regulations on periodicals, as the Association may think fit.


d.
members and new applicants do have right of appeal.

2.
If at any time an approved horse riding centre shall cease, for any reason, so to be,


then that centre cannot again be considered for approval without making a new


initial application.

3.
Each approved horse riding centre will be issued:


a.
a membership certificate which may be displayed at the centre.

b.
the Association logo which may be used on stationary and advertising   matter.

c. the Association road sign which may be displayed at the entrance.

4.
The Association logo issued to an approved horse riding centre remains the property of the Association and upon the centre ceasing for any reason to be an approved horse riding centre, must be returned to the Association and all stock of stationary and advertising matter upon which the logo has been reproduced, destroyed.

5.
The approval of a centre is personal to the centre and is not transferable or


transmissible either by the proprietor or proprietors thereof or by operation of law.


In the case of a centre being a limited company, the approval of the centre shall be

deemed personal to the directors thereof who shall be deemed to be the proprietors thereof for the purpose of the conditions.

6.
The approval of a centre shall be in respect of the address supplied with the initial


application only.  In cases where a proprietor has more than one centre or branch


centre in different locations and under separate management, an initial application


must be submitted in respect of each location.

7.
Upon a centre changing its address from the one registered with the Association,


notification of such removal must forthwith be given to the Association and the


certificate and logo must not be displayed at or used in connection with the new


address of the centre without the consent in writing of the Association nor must 


the centre without consent be described as an approved horse riding centre.  If any


such consent is not applied for within one month of the date of such change of


address the centre shall cease to be an approved horse riding centre and an


additional inspection fee will be charged.

8.
On change of ownership of an approved horse riding centre,  the new proprietor


or proprietors thereof must make an initial application for approval.

CONDITIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP
1.
The application for a membership for approval must be accompanied by an inspection fee.

2.
The basis upon which approval will be considered is that the centre should provide sound instruction and riding on well-cared for horses and ponies,  should be clean and properly run.  Small centres with limited facilities are as eligible to be considered as are the larger and more comprehensive centres.

3.
All applications for approval are considered by an Executive Committee of the

Association but the composition of the committee may from time to time be varied
and approval is deemed to be that of the Association.

4.
Public Liability Insurance of  $10,000,000 is a requirement of membership.

5.
Initial application shall be made on an application form.   The appropriate form of
application must be signed by the proprietor or proprietors or the manager of the 


centre or,  if a limited company,  by the Director or Secretary and submitted to the
Association.

6.
Centres applying for approval must send in an application,  with an inspection fee of $100,  first to be considered by the committee,  and then to be inspected by

appointment.  Inspection to be made by three committee members,  inspectors notto conduct a business within 25kms.  A travelling fee may be charged for applicants in isolated areas.  All subsequent inspections without prior notice.

7.
On an initial application being approved,  the first annual fee shall become payable to the Association.  The centre shall not be deemed to be an approved horse riding centre until this fee has been paid.  All fees are retained by the Association.

8.
Subject to these conditions,  the approval of the initial application shall entitle the
centre to be an approved horse riding centre and a member of the Association, for
a period ending 30 June next,  following approval.

9.
An approved horse riding centre shall pay a yearly fee;  comprising of membership fee and a promotional/publicity fee.

10.
All members are to acquire a compulsory standard sign,  carrying the Association


logo as part of the initial joining fee and membership.

11.
An approved horse riding centre shall have a minimum of four horses for use for


instruction or trail rides.

12.
An Associate member shall have less than four horses.  An Associate member will not be required to pay the Promotional/publicity fee and will not be included in any Association advertising or publicity.

THE A.H.R.C. REGULATIONS FOR REGISTRATION

1.
Insurance:
Proof of  Public liability insurance is a requirement of membership. This must be a minimum of $10 million cover with the policy to be approved by the AHRC.

2.
Horse Welfare:

Proprietors shall ensure that  horse maintenance and supervision complies with the following requirements:


a.
Horses must be of a suitable size,  conformation and disposition for the 



purpose for which they are used.


b.
Horses must be maintained in good health and fitness.


c.
Horses used must be at least 3.5 years of age and must not be a mare in



advanced stages of pregnancy (more than 8 months gestation) or a lactating

mare within three months of foaling.  Use of stallions and cryptorchids,    and geldings exhibiting excessive masculine behaviour must be approved by the Association.


d.
The feet of the horses should be properly trimmed and must be shod for use



on hard surfaces or roads.


e.
Horses must receive veterinary attention when necessary and their teeth should be kept in good order.  Management procedures should minimise the spread of contagious or infectious disease,  especially parasitic diseases.


f.
Horses must be provided with adequate quality food to meet with requirements of maintenance,  growth and work.


g.
Uncontaminated water must be available at all times.


h.
Horses must have access to adequate shelter or be suitably rugged.


i.
All premises must include some stabling facilities of adequate size and nature and with proper drainage.


j.
Horses must not be overworked and must receive adequate rest,  exercise and grooming as required.

k.
Provision must be made for storage of feed,  bedding,  stable equipment and saddlery.

l.
Horses that are worked together should be socialised with each other and preferably paddocked together as a mob.

3.
Safety:

a.
All saddlery,  harness and other equipment used with horses must be in sound condition,  be well fitting,  correctly adjusted and regularly cleaned.  Leather should be sound and supple,  synthetic products must be kept clean.


b.
Proprietors or supervisors of horse riding centres shall ensure any person 



engaged in horse riding wears a safety helmet approved by the Association.


c.
Proprietors shall ensure all staff and clients wear stout flat soled,  heeled



shoes or riding boots when associated with horses.  Provision must be made



for riders with incorrect footwear by supplying stirrups or quick-release



stirrups approved by the Association.

4.
Supervision and Instruction:

a.
All applicants (proprietors,  or nominee employees)  must be able to 



demonstrate a level of experience and skill in horse husbandry and horse

handling and shall be able to demonstrate proof of competence in horse riding or driving instruction to the satisfaction of the Association.


b.
The proprietor or nominee shall be personally responsible for all horse related activities at the licensed premises but may appoint a qualified person over the age of 18 years to take charge of the premises during his absence at any time.


c.
Adequate numbers of supervisors who are experienced horsemen and riders



must be employed.  The number employed must be sufficient to maintain

regular supervision and will vary with the skill of the riders,  the nature of the horses,  and the location of the ride.  There should not be less than 1:10.


d.
All instructors (proprietors or employees) must become qualified with 



coaching or instructors certificates and first aid certificate within 12 months



of AHRC Inc. membership.


e.
The only approved qualifications are National Coaching Accreditation Scheme Level 3,  2 and 1 and AHRC Level O and T.  Level T,  the Trail Ride Leaders Certificate will not entitle the holder to give formal riding lessons.

5.
Facilities:

a.
All facilities shall be constructed of suitable materials and in such a manner that risk of injury to persons and horses is minimal.


b.
All premises must include some stabling facilities of adequate size and nature



to allow drainage and maintenance of sanitary conditions.


c.
Adequate toilet facilities must be provided.


d.
Suitable first-aid equipment must be available.

e. Adequate fire fighting equipment must be available.

f. The area used for the first mounting of the horses must be in an enclosed arena or a small safely fenced paddock.

g.
Public car park and horse tie up area or yards must be separated by a     barrier  (ie shrubs, fence or office)

h.
The centre and its entrance needs to have a business appearance with a     neat tidy and professional look.

